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Position Paper: Supporting Avian Influenza Vaccination with Emphasis on Regulatory Compliance and Scientific Validation for Effective Disease Control in the Philippines 
By: The Philippine College of Poultry Practitioners (PCPP)
Introduction

The recent release of the Philippine National Deployment and Vaccination Plan for HPAI represents a significant step forward in the nation's fight against avian influenza. Traditionally, the strategy has focused on strict biosecurity, active surveillance, and depopulation of infected birds. While these measures have been somewhat effective, the introduction of vaccination backed by rigorous regulatory compliance and scientific validation marks a crucial and well-founded enhancement to our disease control efforts. This approach not only broadens our toolkit but also ensures that the methods we employ are both safe and effective.
We, at the Philippine College of Poultry Practitioners, fully endorse the introduction of AI vaccination, provided it meets rigorous regulatory standards and scientific validation. This support aligns with the vaccination's four-fold objectives: reducing virus spread to aid eradication efforts, preventing outbreaks in new areas, safeguarding the genetic pool, and preventing zoonosis. These objectives are not only in line with global best practices but are also essential for ensuring the long-term sustainability, food security and resilience of the Philippine poultry industry.
Reducing Virus Spread to Facilitate Eradication
Generally, vaccination has been demonstrated to significantly reduce viral shedding in poultry populations, which is critical in minimizing both the frequency and severity of avian influenza outbreaks. By limiting the spread of the virus, vaccination contributes directly to the long-term goal of eradicating AI in the Philippines. Reduced viral loads in vaccinated flocks lower the risk of transmission to other farms and wild birds, creating a more controlled environment for managing the disease.

Preventing Outbreaks in New Areas to Avoid Economic Losses

The introduction of vaccination will also help in safeguarding areas that have not yet experienced outbreaks. By protecting poultry from infection, vaccination will reduce the incidence of clinical symptoms and mortality among birds, thus preserving the economic stability of the poultry industry. The economic repercussions of AI are profound, affecting not only the immediate stakeholders in the poultry supply chain but also the broader national economy.

By preventing the establishment and spread of the virus in new regions, vaccination supports uninterrupted poultry production and market continuity, ensuring the sustained livelihood of thousands of farmers and workers.

Ensuring Genetic Pool Security

The avian influenza vaccination program will protect the genetic diversity of the Philippine poultry industry, including both commercial breeds and native bird populations. This diversity is crucial for maintaining a robust and resilient poultry industry capable of quickly recovering and restarting production after an outbreak.

The protection of the gene pool is vital not only for economic reasons but also for maintaining the country's unique avian biodiversity. Preserving these genetic resources ensures the continued availability of diverse breeding stocks, which are essential for enhancing disease resistance and productivity in the future.

Preventing Zoonosis

Avian influenza poses a significant zoonotic risk, with the potential to jump from birds to humans, as evidenced by past outbreaks. A robust vaccination strategy can serve as a critical barrier to human infections, protecting public health and reducing the risk of a possible pandemic. Preventing the spread of AI among bird populations will minimize the opportunities for the virus to mutate or recombine into forms that are more transmissible to humans.

Given the increasing interactions between humans and animals, particularly in agricultural settings, vaccination is a vital preventive measure against zoonotic transmission. 

Emphasis on Regulatory Compliance and Scientific Validation
It is essential to emphasize that the Philippine College of Poultry Practitioners only supports the use of vaccines that have passed the stringent regulatory requirements set by the competent authorities. These vaccines must undergo thorough scientific testing and demonstrate safety and efficacy before being commercially distributed. PCPP does not support technical smuggling and condone the use of smuggled and illegally imported AI vaccines. We advocate for the continued enforcement of rigorous standards to ensure that only high-quality, proven vaccines are used in any AI control program.
Additionally, effective surveillance and monitoring activities perform by the Bureau of Animal Industry are crucial. These include virological and serological surveillance, active and passive surveillance, environmental monitoring, and genetic sequencing. Such comprehensive monitoring helps promptly identify and address any issues, ensuring the ongoing success and safety of these vaccination efforts.

Conclusion
The Philippine College of Poultry Practitioners fully endorses the Philippine government’s new guidelines on AI vaccination as an integral part of a comprehensive disease control strategy. This approach emphasizes regulatory compliance and scientific validation, aligning with global best practices to manage AI effectively in the Philippines. By achieving the four-fold objectives of reducing virus spread, preventing new outbreaks, ensuring genetic pool security, and preventing zoonosis, this strategy will protect both the poultry industry and public health, ensuring the sustainable development of the sector.

We urge the relevant authorities to ensure that vaccination programs are supported by robust monitoring, evaluation, and enforcement of quality standards to achieve the desired outcomes effectively.
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